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Topic #2: DIY Biology versus Bioterrorism 
Pre-discussion questions. Answer briefly. Use only the space provided. Do not exceed one page. 
 
1) For one of the synthetic biology and biosecurity "myths" from the assigned reading, describe 

the potential threat that has been identified by the scientific and biosecurity community.  
(Do not copy the bold points from the paper.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Give some of the reasons that this threat has not materialized as a real problem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Search the web for one recent (within the last two years) example of a DIY Biology / 
Biohacker / iGEM / crowdfunded project. What was the goal? Was it realistic? Did they 
achieve their objective? Include a URL for the project or an article about the project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Put on a Biohacker "Black Hat" for a moment. What do you think is the greatest bioterrorism 

threat that should be keeping us up at night? Do you have a solution to mitigate this threat? 
 
 


